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IN MEMORIAM 
Henry Alcock 
"Not until the loom is silent 
And the shuttles cease to fly 
Will God unroll the pattern 
And explain the reason why." 
We pay tribute to the memory of the late Professor 
Henry Alcock, M.A. (Oxon.), President of the Histori-
cal Society of Queensland Inc., who passed away from 
us by death on 26th April 1948, at the age of sixty-one 
years, after many years of unselfish and beneficial ser-
vice in divers directions. Our sympathy goes out to 
Mrs. Alcock, a member of the Historical Society, and 
to his three daughters in their bereavement. 
Henry Alcock was the last remaining member of 
the original 1913-1914 members of the Historical 
Society. During the whole of his membership he ren-
dered unforgettable service of outstanding merit as 
member, council member, vice-president, president, 
writer of historical papers, and guide, philosopher, and 
friend. 
His scholarly career was brilliant—educated at 
King Edward's School, Bath, England, and at Magdalen 
College, Oxford, gaining an open history exhibition he 
graduated B.A. First Class Honours in 1908, and in 
1911 received his M.A. degree. He studied in (Germany 
and in France for two years. He became senior house 
master at Kendal Grammar School. 
In the University of Queensland Henry Alcock 
occupied the positions of Lecturer in charge of History 
and Economics 1914-1922, first McCaughey Professor 
of History and Economics 1922 till death, member of 
the Senate, Dean of the Faculty of Arts and the 
Faculty of Commerce, President of the Professorial 
Board, University representative Board of Adult 
Education, and was associated with Prof. Stable in 
writing up the history of the "University of Queens-
land 1910-1922" pubhshed in 1923. 
In other educational affairs he held the positions 
of President of the History Section of the Australian 
and New Zealand Association for the Advancement of 
Science, Chairman of the Queensland Broadcasting 
Committee and member of the State Committee of the 
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Commonwealth Council for Scientific and Industrial Re-
search. Though far from well he recently attended 
conferences at Sydney and at Canberra—the thought 
of evading an asignment of duty Was foreign to his 
character. He took an active interest in various bodies 
of a cultural nature. His mind was alert, analytical, 
and logical; his advice was helpful in any organization 
in which he took part. 
After a service at St. Mary's Church of England, 
Kangaroo Point, in a church building with historic 
beginnings, where he was married, the funeral cortege 
moved off to Toowong Cemetery, and there the mortal 
remains were laid to rest at a spot from which the un-
finished University building at St. Lucia is in view. 
We cherish the memory of his work and his com-
panionship; we record the foregoing as a memorial of 
a sincere friend; we mourn our loss; we tender our 
sympathy to his loved ones. 
"Softly comes life's evening twilight 
Gently stealing o'er our head. 
Bringing after life's stern struggle 
Peace that glorifies the dead." 
Vale Henry Alcock. 
